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General Meetings are held at 3pm every 2nd Monday of the month with the 

Committee Meeting held every 4th Monday of the month at 3pm.  

All meetings are held in the Corowa RSL Sub-branch room located on the 1st 

floor of the Corowa RSL Club, Betterment Pde, Corowa. 

……………………………………………………………………………………    

Murphy & Casey went duck hunting one day with a pair of fine hunting dogs 

but after 10 hours still didn’t have a duck to their name.   “What do you think 

we’re doing wrong?” asked Casey.   “I’m not sure” replied Murphy, “but I 

don’t think we’re throwing the dogs high enough”.                                        

FROM THE SECRETARIES DESK 

Remembrance Day this year, 11th November, 2018, will be the Centenary of the end of 

“The Great War”.   The Corowa RSL Sub-branch will mark this occasion with a short parade 

and a service at the Cenotaph.  

In the Year 2019 we will be celebrating the centenary of the founding of the Corowa RSL 

Sub Branch.  The Committee welcomes suggestions / ideas as to what they can do to 

celebrate this great occasion. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

From the State Secretaries Newsletters:  The Extraordinary Congress Meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, 4th December, 2018 at the Wesley Conference Centre, Pitt St, Sydney 

and will be a one day event.   As this is a one day event only it will be ‘live streamed’ to all 

sub-branches that have a formal RSL NSW email address.  Only the delegate that is in 

attendance personally at the Extraordinary Congress will be entitled to vote.  

Draft Constitution discussions: 

Vilinis Mitrevics and Chris Thomas attended the recent ‘RSL NSW Roadshow’ at Wagga 

which was to explain and take questions / input into the Draft Constitution.   State Secretary 

Jeff O’Brien opened proceedings at 11am with the President James Brown arriving at 

12:30pm (unavoidably delayed).   There was a lot to get through and there will be some 

radical changes taken at the Congress in December.   A copy of the Draft Constitution and 

some of the questions asked will be made available in the Sub-branch office. 

 



From the President RSL NSW Mr James Brown:  RSL NSW has been working 

hard to get the League ready to apply for permission to return to conducting major 

fundraising appeals.  An application has been made to the Office of Fair Trading and 

hopefully this will be completed so we can again conduct our Poppy Appeal on Nov 11th. 

MOVIE:  11 Sub-branch members thoroughly enjoyed the showing of “DUNKIRK”.   

Thanks go to Neville for setting up this screening.  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

DID YOU KNOW?????    On the site where the Cenotaph now stands was a drinking 

fountain, part of which is in the Corowa Historical Society Building and part of which is at 

B.T Ball Park.   The hunt is now on for the middle piece of the drinking fountain stand with 

the view of restoring it to its original location, the garden area at the Cenotaph.   The drinking 

fountain was originally purchased in 1907 by Mayor Alexander Augustus Piggin with his 

own money.   It was donated to the township of Corowa to celebrate the town’s new water 

supply.   In 1922 the drinking fountain was moved to the kerb outside the Municipal Council 

Offices to facilitate the erection of a war memorial, the current Cenotaph.   It was moved 

several times after that. 

HUME VETS INFORMATION CENTRE:    WELFARE / PENSIONS, Etc.   

We were very fortunate to have the services of Mr Alex Wolf & Mr Kevin Smith from Hume 

Vets attend our meeting on Monday 13th August.   They spoke at length on member 

entitlements and this proved to be interesting and most informative.   Hume Veterans contact 

details are below.   Remember, they are only a phone call away and have a wealth of 

information available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



THE MAN BEHIND THE FATHER 

 

While writing this story I have come to know the man behind the father.   Written with love 

and admiration by his eldest daughter, Lorraine. 

The following is an extract from a piece written by our Assistant Secretary Lorraine Hammet 

and gives a brief outline of the Air Force Service of her father, John Lawrence Ronald Berry. 

He was known as Jack and spent much of his early years on the farm at Childers, south east 

of Melbourne, not far from Yarragon, Victoria.   At 17 in 1942 he wanted to join the Air 

Force but at the time he was under age and working in a ‘protected’ industry.   To solve both 

these problems he got himself sacked from his job and then had his cousin forge his parent’s 

signature on the consent forms.   When his mother found out she wanted to hand him over to 

the police but his father intervened and said “If this is what he wants we will not stand in his 

way”. 

Whilst completing basic training he was introduced to Betty Lilian June Goodall and they 

went out twice before Jack was posted to Darwin.   This posting involved a train trip to Alice 

Springs and whilst playing cards on the train won the grand sum of 16 pounds, the most 

money he had ever possessed.   Christmas fell when they were somewhere between Alice 

Springs and Darwin.   When they finally arrived in Darwin they were faced with the 

devastating effects of war.   Darwin was completely demolished, houses and buildings were 

like black empty sentinel’s standing watch over an empty town. 

In 1945 Jack was sent to Morotai, a small island in the Pacific, his stay there was short and 

uneventful.   His next posting was to Balikpapan, the east coast of Borneo, where his 

squadron’s tack was to protect the airstrip and water hole.    The Padre in Jack’s camp owned 

a jeep and each night would leave it outside his hut and as luck would have it, he always left 

the keys in the ignition.   Each night, at around midnight, Jack would roll the jeep down the 

hill away from the Padre’s hut, start it up and go for drives round the island, always returning 

it before morning.   In this way, Jack taught himself to drive and used to chuckle to himself 

each time he heard the Padre complain about the jeep’s excessive fuel consumption. 

Although there were some lighter moments to war, there was also times when war became 

almost too unbearable to talk about and he was haunted by these events for years to come.   

One particular incident Jack remembers well.   There had been some fighting between the 

Japanese and the Australians and as he walked among the dead and wounded he saw the 

terrible carnage that the human race inflicted on each other and wondered what sense came of 

war.   As he drove around the island there were helmets propped up on the end of bayonets 

along the roadside, denoting the graves of soldiers and airmen and he thought to himself, 

what a lonely and desolate place to die. 

Jack was stationed in Borneo until three months after the end of the war.   Each day he would 

wait with baited breath for his name to be called on the roster for shipment home.   If he 

missed the call he would heave a sigh and wait for tomorrows call.   All the Australian men 

left on the islands were eager to get home to see their loved ones.   They had a sign in their 

camp that said it all, “The Pines”. 

On arriving in Melbourne Jack’s first call was to his home to see his family.   It was a shock 

for him to find his mother crippled with arthritis and in a wheel chair.   When he left for war 

she was a strong and healthy woman, he knew what arthritis was doing to her, she was a 

proud woman and felt she was now letting the family down because she could no longer care 



for them as she felt she should.   His next trip was to Lilydale to see Betty as he was going to 

ask her to marry him.   When Jack arrived at Betty’s home it was to find her on the train to 

Melbourne where she worked.   The next time he went to see her the same thing happened.    

When Betty stepped off the train at Lilydale Jack was waiting for her, he handed her an 

engagement ring and said “Will this fit?”   Of course Betty made it fit and Jack & Betty were 

married on the 6th July, 1946. 

Jack’s philosophy was “Life is what you make it” and that philosophy is still true today. 

 

Above: The Bombing of Darwin and the results. 

Below: The “Pines” 

 

 

 

 


